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 Autodesk is a world 
leader in 2d and 3d 
design, engineering, 
and entertainment 
software



Autodesk
Makes design software: AutoCAD, Inventor, 
Maya, Max,…

9 million professionals in 185 countries use 
Autodesk products



Anything built



Autodesk Research

Collection of Ph.D.s on mission to 
discover new technology and insights
 
Works with academic community

Thought leadership, publications



Autodesk Org Tree

Autodesk 
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Jeff Kowalski – CTO 

Autodesk Research

Carl Bass - President

“Me”

About 30 people



www.autodeskresearch.com



My background:

B.Sc Comp. Sci.
Research associate at U of Sask.
M.Sc. Comp. Sci. U of Toronto
Apple Advanced Technology Group (intern, 
consultant)
Ph.D. U of Toronto
Xerox PARC (intern, post doc)
UI researcher at Alias
Autodesk buys Alias in 2006



Academia----Industrial Research--------------Product 
Engineering

Microsoft 
Research Microsoft 

Autodesk 
Research 

Start up 

Range  of Jobs for PhD and MSc in industry

Autodesk 
Labs 

Autodesk Product 
Development



What’s different about Industrial Research over 
Academic?

Work on realizable, valuable solutions with real 
people

Potential for large influence on industry

Not on the manufacturing assembly line
Not in the academic rat race



What should your resume look like?

A website

A website with lots of relevant publications

Your academic supervisor saying:

 “This person rocks and I think he would fit into 
your group and do great on project X” 



Getting a foot in the door

Excel in your field (publications, systems, 
interests)

Persue Internships

Find research topics goals similar to the 
initiatives of the lab/internship

During tight economy: Consider no-fee 
internship, but ensure you deliver 



Industrial internships are good even 
if you are headed to academia

Add to publications

Create network of collaborator/funders

Built internships channel for your students



Career paths once inside:

Researcher->Researcher Scientist-> Senior-
>Principal->Head-> Director

Research Engineer (don’t publish)

Engineer

Management/Leadership



The transition from academia to industrial 
research

Constant gravity of product develop to coop 
research resources (you)

Research seen as “non-essential”

Challenge of research transfer

You can have big impact



The transition from academia to industrial 
research

Do business proposals rather than grant 
applications

Life inside a business

    Exciting, Frustrating, Lucrative,… 

    Constant change



The group of people you work with 
approximates quality of job

 

Choose wisely





We have research internships all year round

www.autodeskresearch.com/internships

Product Engineering has a consultancy job now
    Graphics/fluids simulation/ipad

www.autodeskresearch.com



www.autodeskresearch.com


